Scott and Jim’s Big Island Adventure  

November 10-17, 2010
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Join Jim Bishop and Scott Borden on an exclusive garden adventure to Hawaii’s Big Island.  The island has eleven different climate zones with everything from lush rain forests to arid deserts, and black sand beaches to snow-capped mountaintops

We’ll start our week-long exploration in the sleepy town of Hilo.  Set at the foot of Mauna Kea, the world’s tallest volcano, Hilo’s centuries-old wooden storefronts house surprisingly sophisticated galleries, shops, restaurants and cultural sites. We’ve arranged a delightful mix of public and private gardens for our time on the east side of the island, including the world-famous Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden, the home of television gardening guru, Tom Piergrossi, and the estate of the President of the International Palm Society.

After our time on the lush tropical side of the island, we will travel west along the foothills of Mauna Kea and into another world.  While parts of East Hawaii can get up to 300 inches of rain per year, some areas of West Hawaii get less rain t[image: image2.jpg]g A
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han San Diego. We’ll stay at  lovely Kona by the Sea resort.  Each unit has a full kitchen and balcony overlooking the sea.

We plan to visit an amazing selection of private gardens including a 25-acre rainforest 3,000 feet up the side of a mountain, a lush estate with a breathtaking view of the Kailua town, and a delightful garden and orchard overlooking Kealakekua Bay where we will be able to sample fruit right off the trees.
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We will learn about Hawaiian history and culture at the Place of Refuge National Park where we may see sea turtles basking on the  beach.   We will also visit the famous Painted Church and picnic at the inspiring Paleaku Peace Gardens.  And what visit to Kona would be complete without visiting a coffee plantation where we can sample this internationally famous product of the island.

Between the gardens and sights, we have planned some memorable and exclusive meals, including garden lunches and dinner on the beach.  We’ll meet many of the local people, some of whom have direct connections back to California.   You’ll return with wonderful memories of this varied and spectacularly scenic corner of our world.   
For more information please contact:

Sterling Tours

Tel: 619 299-3010      email: sterling1@cox.net
